Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2017

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: Bl

~ Life im L. AMODINDA ~

Beyond beauty alone, Carr Ranch adds
significant habitat to Lamorinda open space

By Sophie Braccini

he dedication of a new piece

of land to open space preser-
vation in perpetuity is a special mo-
ment that brings a lot of satisfac-
tion to the hearts of those who have
worked on the project, and those
living nearby with a consciousness
of what they owe to nature. Giv-
ing back to beauty and preserving
it to future generations elevates the
soul. This was indeed the mood of
the celebration of the opening to
the public of the Carr Ranch pre-
serve in Moraga.

The celebration itself was a
two-part event, due to the air’s high
fine particle content on Oct. 14 re-
sulting from the then raging North
Bay fires. The officials’ discourses
and presentations were still held
that day at Rancho Laguna Park,
while the first official walks were
conducted on Nov. 11, exploring
the unique beauty of this site.

The large wild expanse be-
longed to the Carr family, one of
the rancher clans who once devel-
oped Moraga as an agricultural
community. During the official
ceremony, Moraga Historical Soci-
ety member Dave Trotter retraced
the significance of the family and
its land. Since these early days,
the only inhabitants of Carr Ranch
have been wildlife, with cows graz-
ing peacefully.

According to Jake Schweitzer,
wildlife biologist with Vollmar
Natural Lands Consulting who ac-
complished John Muir Land Trust’s
Resource Area Report(s) for Carr
Ranch, the property is not just any
piece of land, it harbors unique eco-
systems and natural plant and ani-
mal resources, and it also creates a
complete watershed ensemble with
neighboring properties belonging
to East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict. The agency donated to JMLT
a significant portion of the agreed
purchase price. That money comes
from open space fees developers
pay EBMUD when they develop
other lands.

When Schweitzer investigated
the conservation value of the ranch,
he discovered that Carr Ranch is
a particularly interesting site. It
includes ridge tops in a zone that
receives more precipitation than
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Glen Lewis, left, guides the group through a new gate onto the Carr Ranch land.

surrounding ridges. The biologist
explains that it is located in a gap
where the winds come through
carrying higher precipitation. The
result is the existence of the year-
round productive Buckhorn Creek
with a tall riparian corridor, and a
wide variety of tree species provid-
ing a good wildlife habitat.

During the Nov. 11 hike, it took
the group of about 40 walkers about
an hour to reach the creek and the
entrance of Carr Ranch. The hike
started at Rancho Laguna Park, and
up the Rocky Ridge EBMUD trail,
from which the Carr Ranch loop
trail branches off after 2.5 miles.
The views and the lush vegetation
along the creek provide a wonder-
ful opportunity to communicate
with nature and marvel over the
beauty of the East Bay.

Vollmar Natural Lands con-
ducted a live observation of the
property, but also installed wild-
life cameras that take pictures day
and night when movement oc-
curs. Many animal species were
observed on the property, either
in the riparian corridors, near the
multiple springs that exist within
Carr Ranch, or roaming the open
expanses: mountain lions, Alam-
eda whip snakes, American bad-
gers, red legged frogs, California
newts which Schweitzer says are
an indication of good water qual-
ity, and western pond turtle, to
mention some of the land wildlife
besides all the species of birds
such as woodpeckers, owls, quails,
vultures, cranes, hawks or golden
eagles to name a few.

On the Nov. 11 tour, birds were
easier to spot than other wild-
life. Walking Carr Ranch requires
good stamina, or time, in order to
climb the heights of the property.
It took four hours for those who
did the entire hike. They were re-
warded by views of the San Mateo
Bridge and the bay, the delta area
and Benicia Bridge, Tilden Park,
or Bollinger Canyon. They spot-
ted numerous birds and a coyote
leisurely inspecting his kingdom.
The trail is now open to the public;
an EBMUD trail permit is required
to access the ranch, which can be
purchased on the agency’s web site.

A hiking map for the Carr Ranch loop trail can be found at www.jmlt.org/
downloads/JMLT Carr Ranch Trail Map.pdf.

Budd MacKenzie:
“It’s time we all got off the couch”

Local Hero
Budd
MacKenzie will
speak at the
Commonwealth
Club in San
Francisco about
his work with

. women, children
and refugees

n war-torn
Afghanistan.
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Monday Dec. 4th, 6 PM
Commonwealth Club, 110 Embarcadero, San Francisco

Getting there: Travel by BART to the Embarcadero stop and take a four minute walk to their new
headquarters located at 110 Embarcadero. Tickets available online or at the door.

www.commonwealthclub.org/events/2017-12-04/couch-war-hearts-and-minds

The Place for Burgers and Beer
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JMLT has purchased over 3,000
acres in the East Bay, all dedicated
to open space in perpetuity. As its
executive director, Linus Eukel,
explained, it takes years of patient
negotiation with property owners

BISTRO
burger

to get a contract, then vigorous || Burgers | Salads | Hoagies | Shakes | Fries HouUr

fundraising strategies to garner the Great Selection of Beer & Wine 2-5:30 pm

price agreed upon. JMLT continues Watch Sports on our Two Large Screen TV's ’

to sign new contracts, including All-natural 100% Niman Ranch Burgers Beer

with several local property owners, $ 5 OFF Bistro Burger only $4

a rare opportunity that will have an 965 Mountain View Drive

enduring impact in Lamorinda. For | | AFurchase of $25 ormore (925) 403-1164 A+ P2l
Not valid during Happy Hour. www.bistroburger.net ppertizers

more information and to make do-
nations, visit www.jmlt.org.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 224
CHRISTMAS TREE LOT

On Mt. Diablo Blvd

Between Oakwood and

% the Lafayette Reservoir
> (by Community Gardens)

Opens Black Friday
November 24th, 9am
then Weekends 9am- &
9pm, and M-F 9:30am -§
9pm until weare sold & o

out

We have the freshest
trees in Lafayette

We appreciate your patronage!
Money raised supports scout training, activities and service projects.

Like us at Facebook.com/Troop224Lafayette

CHANGING
THE WAY
THE WORLD
AGES
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The Only Home Care Solution Offering an Innovative,
Science-Based Approach to Aging

Home Care Assistance has elevated the standard of care for older adults
through our Balanced Care Method™, a holistic approach to care for
older adults that promotes healthy mind, body and spirit and is based on
the scientifically studied lifestyles of the longest-living people in the world.

Speak to a Care Advisor to schedule your free in-home consultation today.

From our family to yours!
925-233-6166

HomeCareAssistance.com/Lafayette

Serving Happy Clients Across Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga!

3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite P
Lafayette, CA 94549
Next to Whole Foods!
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